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Parent and Child Together Class is Back in November!
Ventura County Library and First 5 Ventura County are proud to continue partnering on offering Parent and Child Together (PACT) classes for local families. In this free 12-week program, families with infants or toddlers are invited to learn new skills together, play fun activities, and share the love of reading. PACT Class is for children up to three years of age.

“Parents are their child’s first and most important teacher. Every child comes into this world ready to learn. It’s never too early to talk, read, and sing to your child,” says Petra Puls, Executive Director of First 5 Ventura County.

Nancy Schram, Ventura County Library Director says, “By collaborating with First 5 Ventura County and other organizations that serve children from birth to age 3 and their parents, our Ventura County Libraries can make an even bigger difference in early childhood brain development. This program means our libraries will play a key role in providing equitable opportunities for all children to experience language through books and other interactions and provide support for parents who may have few or no other places they can go for help.” 
According to one parent in PACT Class, “I feel as though I have better tools in understanding what my child needs and anticipating the wants. It’s also been helpful to hear other parents’ experiences too.”

After class, another parent said, “I feel better connected with my child and we have more fun ways to read together.”
In PACT Class, parents receive a free toolkit with developmental screenings for their child, age-appropriate toys supporting early childhood development, and books exploring social and emotional competence. Librarians also partner with families to address individual needs and strengthen community connections.

Online registration is open now for the fall session of classes, which begins in November. Parents register using this link: bit.ly/VCLPact. The class is limited to six families per location and registration is on a first come, first served basis. If the class is full, a waiting list will be created, and interested families will be notified of any openings.
The fall session of classes will be held weekly at three locations:

· Oak View Library

555 Mahoney Avenue

Oak View, CA 93022

Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Starting Tuesday, November 2 

· Ray D. Prueter Library

510 Park Avenue

Port Hueneme, CA 93041

Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Starting Wednesday, November 3

· Westview Community Room

Housing Authority of the City of San Buenaventura

1187 Riverside Street

Ventura, CA 93001

Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Starting Thursday, November 4
The full class schedule may be found on the library’s online calendar of events: https://vencolibrary.org/calendar.

This class is offered in partnership with First 5 Ventura County. It is supported in part by funding provided by the State of California, administered by the California State Library. It is free and open to the public. 
For additional information, contact Antonio Apodaca, Education and Outreach Coordinator, (805) 218-3821.
Ventura County Library has 12 locations across the County:

El Rio Branch:

· Albert H. Soliz Library, 2820 Jourdan Street, Oxnard, CA 93036
Heritage Valley branches: 

· Fillmore Library, 502 2nd Street, Fillmore, CA 93015

· Piru Library, 3811 Center Street, Piru, CA 93040
Oak Park branch:

· Oak Park Library, 899 North Kanan Road, Oak Park, CA 91377
Ojai Valley region branches:

· Meiners Oaks Library, 114 North Padre Juan, Ojai, CA 93023

· Oak View Library, 555 Mahoney Avenue, Oak View, CA 93022 

· Ojai Library, 111 East Ojai Avenue, Ojai, CA 93023
Port Hueneme branch: 

· Ray D. Prueter Library, 510 Park Avenue, Port Hueneme, CA 93041
Ventura region branches:

· Avenue Library, 606 North Ventura Avenue, Ventura, CA 93001

· E.P. Foster Library, 651 East Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001

· Hill Road Library, 1070 S. Hill Road, Ventura, CA 93003

· Saticoy Library, 1292 Los Angeles Avenue, Ventura, CA 93004
See our hours of service at https://www.vencolibrary.org/locations 
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